EDUCATION SYSTEM IN THE UNITED STATES
Goals and objectives 
Introduction
In 1989, an education summit was held and President George H. Bush and every state governor agreed upon 6 national education goals for the United states to achieve by the year 2000. 

In 1994, two more goals were added and congress passed legislation known as the national education goals.

The goals created a framework for improving student achievement and refocusing the objectives of education. The goals describe a general set of standards toward which all Americans should strive.

The National educational goals are as follows

1. All children in the USA will start school ready to learn.

2. The high school graduation rate will increase to at least 90%.

3. US students to leave grades 4,8 and 12having demonstrated competency in challenging subject matters, including English, Mathematics, science, foreign languages, civics and government, economics, arts, history and geography; every school to ensure that all students learn to use their minds well, so they may be prepared for responsible citizenship, further learning and productive employment in the Nations modern economy.

4. The Nations teaching force will have access to programs for the continued improvement of their professional skills and the opportunity to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to instruct and prepare all students for the next century.

5. US students to be first in the world in mathematics and science achievement.
6. Every adult American to be literate and to possess the knowledge and skills necessary to compete in a global economy and to exercise the rights and responsibilities of citizenship.

7. Every school in the USA to be free of alcohol and other drugs, violence and the unauthorized presence of firearms and will offer a disciplined environment conducive to learning.

8. Every school to promote partnership that will increase parental involvement and participation in promoting the social, emotional and academic growth of children.

STRUCTURE OF EDUCATION

In the US, preschool education takes a year or two. The structure includes 12 years of regular schooling followed by a 4 stage higher education degree 7system that is associate, bachelors, masters and doctorate, plus various non-degree certificates and diplomas.
There are in addition, special education services, adult, basic and continuing education, leisure learning programs and continuing professional education and training programs. 

Completion of each level or stage is a prerequisite for access to the next, and a variety of assessment and evaluation tools are used to determine learning needs, academic achievement standards and eligibility to proceed to higher levels of education.
PROGRESSING THROUGH THE SYSTEM

Pre-school preparation

Pre-school program occurs a year or two. This is usually at around ages 3-5.

The first of the two is usually called pre-kindergarten or nursery school, the second year is called kindergarten or preschool.

School entry

Children enter formal schooling at around age 6 (some enter at 5 and others at 7).

Duration of school

Formal school lasts 12 years, until around age 18, depending on the entry age.

Each of the school years is called a grade, so that 12th grade corresponds to the 12th year.

Stages or levels of school

Infant development, preschool, and frequently the first and second year of formal schooling are collectively termed early childhood education and this age range is considered a professional and research specialization for educators. 

Formal primary education is called elementary education and ranges from the 1st grade through grade 4, 5, or 6 depending on state and district regulations.

The upper level of primary education is often organized separately into a unit called middle school, which begins at grade 4, 5 or 6 and ends at grade 6, 7 or 8.
Lower level of secondary education (year 7, 8 or 9) depending on state and district regulations) are sometimes organized separately into junior high school. 
Regular (including upper) secondary education is called high school beginning in grade 8, 9 or 10 and ending at grade 12 depending on state and district regulations.

Compulsory schooling

It ends by law at the age 16 in 30 states at age 17 in 9 states and at age 18 in 11 states including the district of Colombia. 

Post-secondary enrolment 

Graduating secondary students enroll in post-secondary education. Some enroll on a part time basis and others in associate degree and short programs.
The educational structure

The United States public schools are divided into elementary and secondary education, with a number of variations in how this division is configured. Below are the patterns that prevail in most communities.

Elementary school (K-5), middle school (6-8), high school (9-12);

Elementary school (K-6) , junior high school (7-9), high school (9-12);

Elementary school (K-8), high school (9-12), 
There is considerable variability in the exact arrangement of grades, as the following table indicates. 

	General level (or category)
	Level
	Student age range
(at the beginning of academic year) 

	Preschool
	Pre-kindergarten
	3–5 

	Compulsory education 

	Elementary
school
	Kindergarten
	5–6 

	
	1st grade
	6–7 

	
	2nd grade
	7–8 

	
	3rd grade
	8–9 

	
	4th grade
	9–10 

	
	
	
	5th grade
	10–11 

	Middle
school
	
	
	6th grade
	11–12 

	
	Junior high
school
	7th grade
	12–13 

	
	
	8th grade
	13–14 

	High
school
	
	Freshman/9th grade
	14–15 

	
	Senior high
school
	Sophomore/10th grade
	15–16 

	
	
	Junior/11th grade
	16–17 

	
	
	Senior/12th grade
	17–18 

	Higher education 

	College
(University)
	Undergraduate
school
	First year: "freshman year"
	18–19 

	
	
	Second year: "sophomore year"
	19–20 

	
	
	Third year: "junior year"
	20–21 

	
	
	Fourth year: "senior year"
	21–22 

	Graduate school
(with various degrees and curricular partitions thereof)
	Ages vary 

	Continuing education 

	Vocational school
	Ages vary 

	Adult education 
	


Financing 
Public schools in the United states of America provide basic education from kindergarten until the 12th grade. This is provided free of charge for the students , and it is mandated by the state.

Local property taxes provide most of the funding for public school and this varies in accordance to the relative affluence of each neighborhood.

State and local role in education funding

According to the US department of Education, the federal government contributes about 8% to funding US public schools.

To fund the remaining balance per student in the public education system, state and local governments are mandated to allocate money towards education.
Funding of higher education in the USA
The federal government mainly provides financial assistance to individual students and specific research projects, while state funds primarily pay for the general operations of public institutions.

ADMINISTRATION
Governance 

The state and national government share power over public education, with the states exercising most of the control. Except for Hawaii, states delegate power to county, city or township level school boards that exercise control over a school district. Some school districts may further delegate significant authority to principals, such as those who have adopted the portfolio strategy.
The U.S. federal government exercise its control through the US department of Education. Education is not mentioned in the constitution of the United States, but the federal government uses the threat of decreased funding to enforce laws pertaining to education. Under recent administrations initiatives such as the ‘No child left behind act’ and ‘race to the top’ have attempted to assert more central control in heavily decentralized system.

Non profit private schools are widespread, are largely independent of the government and include secular as well as parochial schools. Educational accreditation decisions for private schools are made by voluntary regional associations.
